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March 22, 2007 (Hana)

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday morning we go to the pool for
aquasize. This is, was arranged for by Hale Hulu Mamo. Tuesday and
Thursday my wife goes to Kaunoa up at the old school where they, they
get meals. My wife takes the MEO van frequently to the other side, and
that’s, that’s been a godsend for the people over here particularly the
dialysis patients. About a month ago, I was a minor actor in a program
supported by the Hana Arts. We put on a play and Joe Henderson who is
here and this beautiful lady here with the two stars, Lipoa Kahaleuahi, and
they did a wonderful job in this play. It’s mostly high school and
elementary school kids but every once in a while they need an old fart like
me.

Paanimai Park up until the, December or so, couple times, once every
other week we’d be selling pizza as a fundraiser for Paanimai Park. We
do that out of the park. Hana Youth Center does wonderful things for
people around here. Hale Hulu Mamo in addition to arranging for the
swimming has some aqua, acupuncture people coming in that’s been
helping my badly sore arm. Hui No Ke Ola Pono does wonderful things
with health fairs and helping people stay up with things. My wife is
involved with the Hana Lani Club which is a senior club. All these things,
we are isolated but we, but we really appreciate the support we get from
the, from the County and from the State in some instances, and everything
you do to help us out. Because we, this is a lively community, it’s a small
community, it’s an isolated community but it’s a very important
community. Thank you very much. Mahalo.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Mardfin. Members, any questions for
the testifier? If not, thank you again. Meredith Einaudi.

MS. EINAUDI: Thank you. I have to read this. My name is Meredith Einaudi.
I’'m 67-years old and I have been living in Hana for the past four years.
When I arrived here I had no friends or family members and was unsure
how I would make a life for myself in retirement. I did have a husband, I
still do. Thanks to a suggestion from Ray Lindquist I joined the aguasize
classes offered by Hale Hulu Mamo and found a role for myself here.
Because I had been a fitness instructor on the mainland for more than
40 years with experience teaching water exercise for the Arthritis
Foundation, I suddenly found not only a welcoming circle of new friends,
but also an opportunity to give back to this community what I do best.

I know that my happiness in Hana is a direct result of friends and activities
at Hale Hulu Mamo. And I am most grateful to the support of the social
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services division of the County of Maui for providing critical financial
support to this local service agency. The extraordinary range of services
and energetic outreach of Hale Hulu Mamo are in due in large part to their
Co-Directors Malia and Sheila. They are a dynamic pair whose
complementary talents combine to make the most of every dollar that they
raise or are given by the County.

From the wide assortment of social activates like lunches . . . I guess that’s
not always true . . . and talk story to weekly song fests and art classes. To
the health services which include lomi lomi massage, acupuncture, and
aquasize in addition to other services like haircut days and car washes.
This is one little agency that is doing a very big job and always with a big
smile. And as if that wasn’t enough they also find the time and means to
celebrate holidays and birthdays with memorable parties. Whenever I
meet new kupunas in Hana it is a pleasure to suggest that they come to
Hale Hulu Mamo and find the new friends and activities which have so
enriched my life. I know this is the best welcome gift I can give them.
And I thank you for making it possible.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Meredith. Members, any questions for the
testifier? Thank you very much. The last testifier that signed up is Don
Lono. Ifthere’s anyone that didn’t testify, want to testify, if you can come
forward and wait your turn. Don, go ahead.

MS. LONO: Aloha, Council Members. I just have to say I really honor what you
do and sitting here after being in meetings all day already today and
coming and listening to us. And give Hana a great hand, we had a great
turnout tonight and why, amazing. So many things have already been
mentioned and I support a lot of those projects, but there are a couple of
things that I think are also important that haven’t been mentioned.

One thing is we really need a recycling center in Hana. Our landfill is
seriously deficient and we are already having a lot of restrictions put on
what we can put in the landfill. There are no longer any large trucks able
to dump at the landfill, so if you have, if you have to tear down a house or
anything like that, which we are experiencing at the church, you have to
use small trucks and take it to the landfill. So instead of one big load, you
can take 10 small loads and still end up with the same amount in the
landfill. But it’s just harder to get there and it’s, it’s extremely difficult.
We really need recycling here, not only for bottles and cans but for
cardboard, plastics, newspapers, you know, all of those kinds of things.
We need to keep those things out of our landfill.

-78 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

March 22, 2007 (Hana)

And we need that money in the Budget to buy the additional land for
extending our landfill. And I know its been discussed for many years. I
think there is an appropriation in there, but I’m not sure if it stayed in there
this year. And I didn’t have time to look through everything and find out.
So, we need to find out if that money is still available.

One of the other things is, our, our Public Works building is seriously
deficient and we’ve been bringing this up for years and years and years.
And if you ever get a chance to come to Hana and look at some of the
wonderful things, come and look at our Public Works Department and our
Police Department and what the, the conditions they are having to operate
under. We really need to look at that and maybe somehow through the
Council we can encourage the Administration to do something about that.

I’m really concerned about our Civil Defense system here. We did have,
you know, our earthquake. As you know, we’ve had a lot of problems as a
result of that and we are not prepared. Not only is Hana not prepared but I
think, you know, Maui County is seriously not prepared for a real serious
incident that I’m just very concerned about it. We started an organization
in 1999 in Hana that was a disaster preparedness organization. We
worked with Project Impact and we had our own plan. And it’s time to
update that plan and perhaps we could find some money in the Civil
Defense budget and get Civil Defense out here to work with us to just
update that plan and get that paa for Hana. Because if we lose a bridge
like they lost out there we’re really in huge trouble which is a whole
nother thing.

I really, I really have a hard time with the Public Works Department
spraying poisons along our County roads. We stopped it for many, many
years and they’ve started again. And we really need to look at that and as
a budget consideration I think that may have to do with operating staff.
So, perhaps there’s something that needs to be done there. But we’ve just
got to get off of spraying these poisons along our roads and bridges and
streams and all of that going down into our ocean.

I really want to support for the kids and for the adults the cover over the
basketball and the volleyball courts. That’s really important. These kids
lose so much activity because they are not able to play when it’s raining.
And Hana rains, it’s just what it is. So if there’s anything that can be done
about that, I know Tony Medeiros was working on that and he had
promised to help and measured it and put together a proposal. But then he
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became ill and so if we could follow up on that and find out if there’s a
way to get that done that would be really awesome.

I have one suggestion about bio-diesel use and I just, I had a vision that
perhaps at our landfills we could come up with little individual bio-diesel
plants for the County, and that the County can begin to use our own
produced fuel in our own communities in bio-diesel vehicles and to really
look at that as a vision for the future. So I’ll be talking to Administration
about that but also just to plant that seed. And we need to be buying
hybrid vehicles and vehicles that are, really get excellent gas mileage. I
finally invested in a hybrid vehicle for myself and it’s amazing, it’s a, you
know, Ford Escape, four-wheel drive, blah, blah, blah, you know good for
servicing things and carrying things and hauling things, 30 miles to the
gallon as opposed to 19 or , you know, 18. So if we could really push for
that kind of savings, you know, those are places where we can save a lot
of money.

We really need our community center but we need a master plan. So I
would like to encourage the development of a master plan for all of these
things that were brought up for Hana. Not just to piecemeal it together but
really look at it as a master plan. And I will submit a written testimony to
you for all of our other things. So I really thank you guys for being here,
it’s been a long evening and just mahalo nui loa.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. Do you have any questions for
the testifier? I can see, do we have any, anyone else that want to testify
that hasn’t testified? If you could come forward, identify yourself. You
have three minutes to testify and one minute to conclude. Please state
your name and organization that you represent.

MS. KAHALEUAHI: Aloha, my name is Lipoa Kahaleuahi. I'm sorry, I didn’t
know the protocol. I just came from basketball practice. But, I just was, I
was just hearing over here, everybody speaking on behalf of their
organizations, on behalf of Hana, just so many thoughts overwhelmed me
personally and just I felt that I had to get it out. But I just would like to
support Hale Hulu Mamo for our kupuna, Ohana Makamae. This past
year has been pretty difficult for me and my family and I don’t know how
to stress more about how Ohana Makamae was there to help in our
situation. And we were just only one out of many over here who have
taken advantage of this organization and it really helps. So thank you to
them.
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And also hearing about MEQO, thank you for that. Also I would like to
emphasize about the pool and anything that has, is here for our youth or
that could be here for our youth to keep them away from drugs, alcohol,
just to keep them off the streets, keep them positive. 1 would like to
support the Hana Art Barn, Hana Arts. I am a thespian and have been for
the past, I don’t know, 10 years. And also I cannot stress about how that
has helped me to become the person that I am, has helped so many young
people. I don’t know if I could even stand here up in front of you and in
front of everybody if, if I had, sorry, if it hadn’t been for my theatre
experiences, in student government. All of these things have built so
many of our youth and young people.

And one more thing that I would like to end tonight would be about just
how this place has for us youth and I'm a senior going away next year to
college in California. And even though I’ll be going away I don’t, I can
speak I think for my whole graduating class and other young youth today
in our town that this place truly tethers someplace in you. I mean, we,
we’ll go far and maybe journey all around the world, but for some re...,
but it’s just this community that will always be in our hearts. And hearing
about development plans and just housings that may be going up in our
community.

We will always want to return, I mean we have young men who want to
come back and build homes for, or like become carpenters and diesel
mechanics and lifeguards, or I don’t know. But they want to come back
and support our kupuna, support our community. And what we’ll, where
we will live if, you know, all of our, everywhere is developed. I don’t
know if that’s in your jurisdiction but we want, many of us want in our
dreams, we want to go travel the world, we want to become better people,
better citizens, but we always want to come home. This will always be
our home. And we would always want to come back and help our
community and we just want a place here. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Lipoa. Members, any questions for the
testifier? Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Aloha, Lehua. Thank you for very much for
your testimony. I’m very impressed and you know the future’s bright, and
I’'ve always been an advocate of keeping our youngsters here and
providing the next generation of housing opportunities. So I just would
like to say, you know, I know you’re going to go someplace, maybe off to
the mainland or wherever to college. But I certainly hope you come back
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and help be a, you know, contribute to this community because you have a
lot of potential. Thank you.

MS. KAHALEUAHI: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Member Molina. Member Medeiros.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Lipoa, thank you for coming forth to testify.
And I too like Member Molina would like to wish you good luck in
college, do well, and we assure you we’ll do well. And then come back
home and, and be a contributing member of your community. And be part
of it again as you have always been. You come from a very kamaaina
family, Kahaleuahi, you know of Kipahulu, so good luck with your goals
and your future plans.

MS. KAHALEUAHI: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Lipoa, for being here this evening.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Lehua.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Oh. Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You said you’re going to college in
California. What college are you going to?

MS. KAHALEUAHI: I’ve been, I have applied to seven. I'm just got, I just got
accepted to the University of San Diego and the University of California at
Santa Barbara but I’'m still waiting from Stanford, Pepperdine, University
of Southern California and Loyal or Mary Mount.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Congratulations!

MS. KAHALEUAHI: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You go, girl!

MS. KAHALEUAHI: Thanks.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Lipoa. Any more testifiers from Hana that

would like to testify right now? Please state your name and who you
represent with.
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MR. KAHALEUAHI: Yes, Aloha. My name is Ho-boy Kahaleuahi, and that’s
my daughter there. I just want to thank you for everything. Thank you
for, you know, supporting our organization, especially our kupunas and
our youths. And I just wanted to Aloha you guys. The thing that was,
I’ve said it back in the days. .. .(end of tape, start 44 at 9:20p.m.). .. In
the . . .(inaudible). . . It’s a start; but you know, eventually we going need
it all year around.

Ocean safety, a lot of the rescues and prevent, preventions has been done
by the local people. I’ve been a lifeguard for 15 years and that was like
five years ago. But I was, you know, always, you know once a lifeguard,
always a lifeguard. And I’ve been doing lot of, you know, prevention, you
know, drowning prevention all over down the coast of Hana side. I just
wanted to share us that I think we need it all year around. And the good
thing about the swimming pool, that is, you know, our swimming pool has
been taken away over there--the pier. And so this is where everybody has
started to swim. And we just, we need our ocean safety and swimming
pool, and I just wanted to Aloha and Mahalo for everything. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for the testifier?
Member Medeiros.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Ho-boy! Ho-boy, thanks for. ..

MR. KAHALEUAHI: Okay. Kalamai.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thanks for, yeah. Thanks for testifying. I
did speak recently to the Ocean Safety Division of the Parks Department,
and they too are looking to somehow provide more ocean safety other than
just during the summer. So they’re working on that and we’re trying to
support that. But my only other comment is my, you know, compliments
to you for raising such a wonderful daughter.

MR. KAHALEUAHI: Oh, mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mahalo.

MR. KAHALEUAHI: Mabhalo.
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COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much, sir.
MR. KAHALEUAHI: Okay.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: If you could provide your name and organization that
you represent.

MR. KAHALEUAHI: Okay.

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, again. Thank you, again, the people from
the community of Hana for coming out tonight and providing us with your
testimony in regards to the Mayor’s proposal for 2008. We really, really
was surprised to see the number of people that came out from Hana to
testify in regards to the upcoming Budget; and I really want to applaud all
you folks for coming out tonight. So thank you very much. Have a good
night. And if there’s no more comments to make, this meeting is
adjourned. . . .(gavel). ..

ADJOURN: 9:25pm.

APPROVED:

2

JOSEPfI PONTANILLA, Chair
Budget and Finance Commities

bf:min:070322-Hana Transcribed by: Daniel Schoenbeck
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DATED the 13" day of April, 2007, in Pukalani, Hawaii
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